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The Regulator 

• Department of Energy & Climate Change
• Scottish Government
• The Crown Estate
• Environment Agency
• Scottish Environmental Projection Agency
• Health and Safety Executive 
• Maritime & Coastguard Agency
• …..



What are we regulating?

+/- 4,000 km



What are we regulating?

Funding mechanisms

Planning permission/licensing

Design and construction

Operation and maintenance

Decommissioning 

Long term stewardship

50+ years



The wider context

• Compliance with international agreements 
and European Directives

• Building on existing regulatory models for oil 
& gas and large scale industrial processing

• Meeting the ‘Better Regulation’ principles
– evidence based policy
– reducing regulatory burdens on 

industry
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Challenges – demonstrating compliance

• Duty holders need to sufficient evidence to 
demonstrate that they have adequately 
identified and controlled the risks   

• Regulators need sufficient 
evidence to verify compliance



Understanding the worst case scenario

How 
concerned

?

How badly?

How many?

How often?

How far?

How much?

CO2 release

CO2 toxicity 
assessment

Site 
location

Updating 
models/

experiments

Best 
practice 
guidance

Public 
perception



Summary

• An understanding of the science and 
technology will lead to better policy making

• Working together and with industry to identify 
research needs 

• Demonstration projects will inform the 
regulatory framework for commercial projects

• Unprecedented co-operation between 
regulators (UK & Internationally)

• UK Regulators leading the way



Thank you

Contact us at:

www.hse.gov.uk

rosemary.whitbread@hse.gsi.gov.uk


	CCS�The UK Regulatory Scene �
	The Regulator 
	What are we regulating?
	What are we regulating?
	The wider context
	HSE’s regulatory role 
	HSE’s regulatory role 
	Challenges – demonstrating compliance
	Understanding the worst case scenario
	Summary
	Thank you

